“The Road of Death”: lots of human remains found in the construction area in the Gorky Park. Construction works are going on.
Kharkov, Ukraine
July 4th, 2010
Press release
On Friday, July 2, the representatives of several non-governmental organizations, including “The Green Front” and “Pechenegi” ecological group, arrived at the construction area to ensure that the resolution of the supreme legislative body of Ukraine is carried out: the day before the Supreme Council Committee on Environmental Policy, Natural Resources Management and Chernobyl Remediation had deemed the road construction illegal, demanding that the construction be stopped. In spite of this, the works went on.
Forest park defendants found many human bones at the construction site. They called for the police and Sanitary and Epidemiological Service. Nevertheless, construction works were not stopped. To prevent the heavy machinery from working in the area where the bones had been found, the “Green Front” activists had to block the machines with their bodies.
According to The Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Protection Act, any construction in the area where human remains have been found must be stopped until the circumstances are investigated (namely, it is necessary to find out who the remains belong to and whether they are of any danger or historical value to the people). The remains are to be examined and reburied. Other actions shall be regarded and treated as criminal offenses.
When the road construction project was being developed, representatives of non-governmental organizations repeatedly claimed that the road would run across burial grounds. The answer was that all the human remains had been evacuated.
It is not the first time human bones have been found there, but during the last few days these discoveries became numerous, as the builders began removing surface soil. As it was before, law-enforcement officers and criminal law experts were called by the participants of non-governmental organizations who were keeping vigil at the construction site. The builders claim that during their work they have not seen any bones until now.
Oleg Peregon, member of “Pechenegi” ecological group, says, “We had an off-the-record talk with the workers. We went into bushes for their bosses not to see them, and the workers told us that they had got the following instruction: “if you find a bone, throw it into the underbrush as far as possible.”
Historians assume that the remains might belong to three burials: a German one, an Italian one (civilians from Italy who worked at Kharkov enterprises during World War II were buried there) and a tuberculosis one. As ecologists state, the latter may prove socially dangerous. Andrey Kravtsov, the representative of the People's Union of Germany for war burials protection, confirmed that these can be the remains of German soldiers.
The Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Protection Act
Clause 36. Cessation of earthwork operations in case of an archeological or a historical find.

1. If during the execution of any earthwork operations an archeological or a historical find has been made, the earthwork operations executor must stop them. He/she must report this within 24 hours to relevant cultural heritage protection authorities and a local government body responsible for the area where earthwork operations are being executed. 

2. Earthwork operations can only be resumed upon receiving a written permission of relevant cultural heritage protection authorities after the archeological examination of the area in question has been finished.
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