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Kharkiv citizens against municipal authority and police
Press release, Kharkiv
June 9th, 2010
In Kharkiv, almost 10 hectares of recreation zone are being illegally destroyed. Protesters are illegally detained. Multiple facts of obstructing journalists’ work and violence of law-enforcement personnel against mass media representatives are recorded. People are injured.
The forest park and the adjacent Gorky Park, founded more than 100 years ago, make up the main recreation area of the city, its “green lungs.”
On May 20th 2010, at the order of the municipal authorities and the acting mayor Gennadiy Kernes, began the felling of 10 hectares of the park for the construction of a roadway and commercial real estate property.
In response to the public inquiry as to why that very area was chosen for the construction, the authorities referred to the urban development master plan of 2004 and to the necessity of improving the city by Euro 2012. Nevertheless, none of the sports facilities or commercial real estate property in that area takes part in Euro 2012 events.
According to the master plan adopted in 2004, there was indeed a new road planned, but it crossed another part of the park, causing much less damage to the recreation area. Access to the graphical part of the master plan has been restricted (which violates the information law and is contrary to the Constitution of Ukraine), that is, it was not accessible by the general public and was classified for administrative use. Furthermore, Ukraininan legislation requires that in such cases a public hearing be held with the participation of the local community, the experts and the city authorities. Yet no public hearing was conducted.
By the start of the construction activities, the municipal authorities had not received permissions from all organizations (including environmental ones) whose authorization of such activities is required according to the law of Ukraine. This gives expert environmentalists the right to state that the felling was conducted illegally. According to the data of “Pechenegi” ecological group, only during the first week of felling operations the number of the trees cut was already 20% greater than stated by the authorities, and 171 more trees were planned to be cut, which is proven by the photo materials. Among the felled trees are 100-year-old oaks and pines, as well as ashes of 80 cm in girth, which does not concur with the species composition announced by the authorities.
Thus, on the morning of the first day of construction, May 20th , the people who arrived to see what was going on were present with a fait accompli that a roadway was to be cut through the park. The planned construction area was not fenced in any way; the lumberjacks’ foreman had neither permission documents nor a placard required by the law to inform the people of the construction plan, its terms, its customer and executor.
Activists united into a “Green Fort” movement that gradually turned into “Green Front”. They signed petitions against the illegal felling. A memorandum sent to the municipal authorities demanding to declare a moratorium on the destruction of Kharkiv’s green areas received no reply.
For two weeks, activists held the line on the illegal construction site trying to prevent the destruction of trees by all means available to unarmed people: chained themselves to the trees, covered them with their bodies; activists from local mountaineering clubs climbed the trees and stayed there. Construction workers often used force against the activists, which resulted in people’s injuries; some activists were hospitalized. None of the people admitted to the hospital were diagnosed — it is supposed that the hospital management received an instruction not to record the injuries received at the Gorky Park brawls. The police took no action to protect the activists’ lives and health.
At the end of the first week of the conflict, the activists were confronted with the force of the so-called “municipal guard.” This organization has nothing to do with Ukrainian law-enforcement authorities. According to preliminary data, its brigades are formed of private security agencies personnel, ex-servicemen and people with a criminal record.
On the 14th day of the confrontation, the “municipal guard” violently dispersed the “Green Front” encampment. At the time there were around 200 people in the camp, among them women, teenagers and senior citizens. All this can be seen on multiple video and photo materials available on the Web. The police that was present there, including Aleksandr Barannik, Chief of the municipal police department, did not protect the citizens. They stayed inert even when people addressed them personally, pointing at overt acts of violence: felling the trees upon climbers sitting in nearby trees, cutting trees with people on them, beating and insulting the activists, threatening them with chainsaws.
Moreover, the law-enforcement authorities illegally detained 12 activists. On June 3rd, a picket was held in front of the City Police Department with the slogan “Today it’s the forest, tomorrow it’s you!” The rally gathered more than 200 citizens. On June 4th, multiple rallies were organized in Kharkiv and other Ukrainian cities in support of the Gorky Park defenders. Regular rallies are held in front of the Ukrainian consulate in New York.
Now the felling of the park area necessary to build the roadway is complete, the felling for the construction of commercial real estate property is waiting to begin.
Human rights activists list the following human rights violations that took place in this conflict:
Violence used by the authorities
Infringement of the right to peaceful assembly
Police’s criminal failure to act
Violation of the local community rights
Illegal detentions and arrests by the police
Restriction of access to the urban development master plan (violation of the right to information)
CONTACT INFORMATION:
· Arkadiy Buschenko, Lawyer, Chair of the Board Ukrainian Helsinki Human Right Union, +38 050 40-62-407, 

HYPERLINK "https://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=ru&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1276147707707&zx=melbjsv4gtq5"abuschenko@gmail.com 
· Oleg Peregon, member of  «Pechenegi» ecological group,  +38 050 406-24-07
· Aleksey Vedmidskiy, member of  «Pechenegi» ecological group,, +38 066 387-46-86
